Hauptseminar
Wintersemester 2012

Corpus Annotation of Information Structure

Abstract:

Information structure has become a central research topics in linguistics for work exploring
the interfaces of prosody, syntax, semantics, pragmatics. In computational linguists the
analysis of information structure is of equal importance for a range of applications, such
as generation and speech synthesis, or the automatic analysis of answers in intelligent
language tutoring systems. In support of this theoretical and computational linguistic
research, in recent years several research groups have proposed corpus annotation schemes
designed to capture aspects of information structure.

In this seminar we want to explore the corpus annotation schemes which have been pro-
posed for information structure and investigate which information structural primitives
such as focus/background, given/new can reliably be annotated given which available
evidence in the corpus and its meta-information.

Instructors:

e Kordula De Kuthy

— Office: Room 1.26, Blochbau (Wilhelmstr. 19)
— FEmail: kdk@sfs.uni-tuebingen.de
— Office hours: Tuesdays 10:00-11:00 (please arrange slot by email beforehand)

e Detmar Meurers

— Office: Room 1.28, Blochbau (Wilhelmstr. 19)

— FEmail: dm@Qsfs.uni-tuebingen.de

— Office hours: Wednesdays 10:00-11:00 (please arrange slot by email before-
hand)

Course meets:

e Wednesdays, 8:30-10:00 in 1.13 (SfS, Blochbau, Wilhelmstr. 19)
e Fridays, 8:30-10:00 in 1.13 (SfS, Blochbau, Wilhelmstr. 19)

— Note: Following the standard rules, missing more than two meetings unexcused,
automatically results in failing the class.

Language:
e The course language is English, but may be switched to German if desired by all.

Credits: 10 CP in MA ISCL

Moodle page: https://moodle02.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de/course/view.php?id=259


https://moodle02.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de/course/view.php?id=259

Syllabus (this file):

e html-Version (http://purl.org/dm/12/ws/infostruc)
e pdf-Version (http://purl.org/dm/12/ws/infostruc/syllabus.pdf)

Nature of course and our expectations: This Hauptseminar intends to provide an
overview of the concepts and issues involved in research on information structure and its
corpus annotation. Participants are expected to

1. regularly and actively participate in class, read the papers assigned by any of the
presenters and post a question on Moodle to the“Reading Discussion Forum” on
each reading at the latest on the day before it is discussed in class. (20% of grade)

2. explore and present a topic (40% of grade):

e select one of the sub-topics
e thoroughly research the topic, taking our literature pointers as a starting point

e prepare the presentation with slides and discuss the presentation with one of
the instructors in the week before the presentation

e start a new Moodle thread on the “Reading Discussion Forum” specifying what
every course participant should read to prepare for your presentation a week
before your presentation

e present the topic in class

3. write and submit a term paper (40% of grade)

Academic conduct and misconduct: Research is driven by discussion and free
exchange of ideas, motivations, and perspectives. So you are encouraged to work in groups,
discuss, and exchange ideas. At the same time, the foundation of the free exchange of
ideas is that everyone is open about where they obtained which information. Concretely,
this means you are expected to always make explicit when you’ve worked on something
as a team — and keep in mind that being part of a team always means sharing the work.

For text you write, you always have to provide explicit references for any ideas or passages
you reuse from somewhere else. Note that this includes text “found” on the web, where
you should cite the url of the web site in case no more official publication is available.


http://purl.org/dm/12/ws/infostruc
http://purl.org/dm/12/ws/infostruc/syllabus.pdf

Sessions:

e Week 1:
— October 17/19: Organization and syllabus
o Week 2

— October 24: Introduction to Information Structure (Kordula De Kuthy)
* Reading assignment: Krifka (2007)

— October 26: Motivating the need for information structure annotation - some
empirical evidence (Kordula De Kuthy and Detmar Meurers)

* Reading assignment: De Kuthy & Meurers (2012)
o Week 3
— October 31: On Corpus Annotation and Theoretical Linguistics (Detmar Meur-
ers)
* Reading assignment: Meurers (2005); Meurers & Miiller (2009)

— November 2: The issues as they arise in actual data — hands-on annotation of
a small sample corpus

* Reading Assignment: Dipper et al. (2007)
e Week 4 (November 7, 9):
— November 7: Background for The English Switchboard Corpus and its frame-
work for annotating information structure in discourse

* Reading assignment: Prince (1981)

* Presentation: Emma Li

— November 9: The English Switchboard Corpus and its framework for annotat-
ing information structure in discourse

* Reading assignment: Calhoun et al. (2010)
(additional articles of relevance: Nissim et al. (2004), Calhoun et al. (2005))

* Presentation: Arsenyi Mstislavski
e Week 5 (November 14, 16):

— The MULI Project. Annotation and Analysis of Information Structure in Ger-
man and English

* Reading assignment: Baumann et al. (2004b), Baumann et al. (2004a),
Kruijff-Korbayové & Kruijff (2004)
x Presentation: Anuschka Kranz, Marisa Delz

e Week 6 (November 21, 23):

— ANNIS: A Linguistic Database for Exploring Information Structure
* Reading assignment: Ritz et al. (2008), Dipper et al. (2004)



x Presentation: Daniil Sorokin, Caroline Wagenaar

Week 7 (November 28, 30):

— Building and using a richly annotated interlinear diachronic corpus

* Reading assignment: Donhauser (2007), Petrova et al. (2009)
x Presentation: Cornelius Fath, Spyridoula Georgatou

Week 8 (December 5, 7):

— Annotating Information Status in Spontaneous Speech.

* Reading assignment: Riester & Baumann (2011), Riester et al. (2010),
Baumann & Riester (2010), Baumann & Riester (2012)

x Presentation: Bettina Remmele, Maria Oberwegner, Velislava Todorova

Week 9 (December 12, 14):

— Annotating Information Structure: The Case of Topic

* Reading assignment: Cook & Bildhauer (2011), Jacobs (2001)
x Presentation: Tobias Kolditz, Mike Burkhardt

Week 10 (December 19, 21):

— Evaluating answers to reading comprehension questions in context: Results for
German and the role of information structure (Ramon Ziai)

* Reading assignment: Meurers, Ziai, Ott & Kopp (2011)

Week 11 (January 9, 11):

— Information Structure in African Languages: Corpora and Tools
* Reading assignment: Chiarcos et al. (2009)
x Presentation: Marion Zepf, Michael Hahn

Week 12 (January 16, 18):

— Annotating Information Structure in a Corpus of Spoken Danish

* Reading assignment: Paggio (2006)
x Presentation: Vladlena Sergeeva

Week 13 (January 23, 25):

— Tagging of very large corpora in Czech: topic-focus articulation

* Reading assignment: Buranova et al. (2000), Hajicova & Sgall (2001),
Hajicova et al. (2000), Postolache et al. (2005)

x Presentation: Maria Chinkina, Maja Bohnacker
— Annotators Agreement and Evaluation

* Reading assignment: Vesela et al. (2004), Hajicova et al. (2002)
* Presentation:

e Week 14 (January 30, February 1): Summary and discussion

e Week 15 (February 6, 8): Presentation of student term paper ideas
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